
 

TEXAS  INTERCITY  PASSENGER  TRAIN  PLAN 
 

The strongest potential passenger train arteries in Texas lie in both directions 

around the “Texas Triangle.” The tips of the triangle are Dallas / Fort Worth, Houston, 

and San Antonio. Here is how it can be accomplished with some additional extensions 

that allow most of the Texas Standard Metropolitan Statistical Areas to be served. The 

triangle itself would have at least two trains each day each direction. 

Houston to Dallas / Fort Worth 

The call is for a minimum of two daily passenger trains each way without specifying 

“high speed” or “regular speed.” One of the trains (“Cannon Ball Express” or “Pioneer”) 

would continue north to Abilene, Lubbock, Amarillo, Denver, and beyond. The other 

(“Super Chief”) would continue north to St. Louis, Cincinnati, and the east coast. An 

equipment change from “high speed” (Texas Central) to “standard rail” (Amtrak) in 

Dallas or Fort Worth is not out of the question. 

Dallas / Fort Worth to San Antonio 

Extend the daily HEARTLAND FLYER south to Waco, Austin, San Antonio, Laredo, 

Monterrey, and beyond. 

Extend the daily TEXAS EAGLE south to Corpus Christi and the Rio Grande Valley 

(Harlingen is closest city). 

Houston to San Antonio 

The highest priority is to create a daily SUNSET LIMITED, adding a stop in Flatonia. 

For a second frequency, extend the daily CRESCENT west to Beaumont, Houston, 

Flatonia, and San Antonio (in the interim convey a sleeper and coach to the SUNSET 

LIMITED in New Orleans). 

 

Extensions of existing trains would fit with a policy of eight-hour minimum 

headways. All routes would be over 750 miles long. We support Amtrak and Texas 

Central trains. Local light rail and bus routes within larger metropolitan areas are also 

important and must connect.                Dan Pugh, NARP Council of Representatives, 10/2017, 361 729-5550 



IMPLEMENTATION 

 

Phase I 

1. Extend the daily HEARTLAND FLYER south to Waco, Austin, San Antonio, 

Pearsall, Laredo. If discontinuous, new train could be named INTER-AMERICAN. 

2. Convert SUNSET LIMITED to daily service. Continue to convey coach & sleeper 

from the TEXAS EAGLE in San Antonio. Add a stop in Flatonia or Schulenburg. 

3. Move Amtrak local operations into the existing San Antonio Sunset Station. 

Phase II 

4. Extend the daily TEXAS EAGLE south to Beeville, Corpus Christi, Kingsville, 

Raymondville, and the Rio Grande Valley (Harlingen?). 

5. Initiate twice daily trains between Houston, Bryan / College Station, and Dallas / 

Fort Worth. After change of equipment to standard track if necessary, one would 

continue west and north to Abilene, Lubbock, Amarillo, Denver, and beyond 

(CANNON BALL EXPRESS or PIONEER). The other, after change of equipment 

if necessary, would continue north and east to St. Louis for SOUTHWEST CHIEF 

connection, then Cincinnati and the east coast (SUPER CHIEF). 

6. At Marshall, add connection to Louisiana daily train RED STICK SPECIAL from 

Shreveport and beyond. 

7. Rebuild and possibly relocate a local Houston multi-modal station to accommodate 

local rail and bus modes. 

Phase III 

8. Extend the daily CRESCENT west to Beaumont, Houston, Flatonia or 

Schulenburg, and San Antonio. 

9. Add regional passenger shuttle to remaining three major cities not otherwise 

served: (a.) Midland-Odessa to Abilene, (b,) San Angelo to Abilene, and (c.) 

Victoria to Flatonia or Schulenburg. 

10. At El Paso, add new daily SOUTHWEST CHIEF SOUTHERN SECTION 

northeast to Albuquerque and beyond. 

11. Extend HEARTLAND FLYER / INTER-AMERICAN south to Monterrey and 

beyond. 

12. Add suburban stops for trains in larger cities. 

13.Add Houston METRO passenger shuttle between Galveston, League City, 

     Houston, Woodlands, and Conroe. 
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