
In her later years, Rebitzen Matel ate in the 
home of her son, R’ Moshe Yehuda Schlesinger.

Rebitzen Matel knocked over the tea as 
she tried to pick up the glass and the hot 

tea pours right over the Rosh yeshiva.

R’ Schlesinger did not flinch.

Oy! vai!

Gutten 
Shabbos! Mein 
leiber Mama!

A Shabbos table is 
Gan Eden in this world! 
I see my wife and Mama 

are getting such pleasure 
listening to the bochurim 

talking in learning!

The droplets are still 
hot, and there is no 
need for kli sheini!

…Oh and you can 
use the hot water 
straight from the 

urn! …

Ouch! … I must not 
react… I must hold in 

the feeling!… Mama may 
chas v’shalom feel 

guilty…

ִליָט״א ה ְיהּוָדה שַׁ ל was born in Ponevezh, Lithuania, to ר׳ ֹמשֶׁ ִטל and ר׳ ְיִחיֵאל ִמיכֶׁ  Schlesinger. Because his מַׁ
father was a great ְתִמיד  and would only be home for short periods, his mother would take him for מַׁ
walks and sit next to the ְיִשיָבה window so that ה ְיהּוָדה  ּתֹוָרה would be accustomed to the voice of ֹמשֶׁ
from an early age. In 1938, after Kristallnacht, ל  was offered a prestigious position by ר׳ ְיִחיֵאל ִמיכֶׁ
ת עַׁ ץ ִיְשָרֵאל however, since ;ְיִשיָבה ּתֹוָרה ָודַׁ רֶׁ  had no compulsory laws to teach secular studies, he chose אֶׁ
to move there. By the time of ה ְיהּוָדה  s bar-mitzvah, his father was already in the hospital (with an’ֹמשֶׁ
illness from which he never recovered), so he asked his nephew to prepare ה ְיהּוָדה  s bar-mitzvah’ֹמשֶׁ
ּבֹוְדָקה He learned in .ְדָרָשה ת ְסלַׁ  In 1995, after .ְיִשיָבה קֹול ּתֹוָרה and then under his father’s tutelage in ְיִשיבַׁ
ן ְלמַׁ  serves as ר׳ ְשֹלֹמה Today, his son .קֹול ּתֹוָרה of רֹאש ְיִשיָבה he took over as ,ְפִטיָרה Auerbach’s ר׳ ְשֹלֹמה זַׁ
a רֹאש ְיִשיָבה alongside his father (since 2017). He currently also serves ל ִיְשָרֵאל  as a member of the ְכלַׁ

ּתֹוָרה ת ְגדֹוֵלי הַׁ צֶׁ ְבֵרי ְנִשיאּות and a member of the ,מֹועֶׁ ״ס of חֶׁ שַׁ ל הַׁ ְיִשיבֹות and ִמְפעַׁ ד הַׁ עַׁ  .וַׁ
B. 5692  1932

Yehoshua, Please pick 
up the empty glass and 

make another tea for der 
lieber Oma, the beloved 

grandmother!
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Learning from our Leaders

אִׁשית כח:יב(  ה )ְברֵּ ְימָּ מָּ ה ְורֹאׁשֹו ַמִגיַע ַהשָּ ב ַאְרצָּ ם ֻמצָּ ַוַיֲחֹלם ְוִהנֵּה ֻסלָּ  
 And he dreamt, and behold! A ladder was set earthward and 
its top reached heavenward 
 According to ֲחַז״ל, the ladder in ַיֲעֹקב ָאִבינּו’s dream was 
standing on a slant, with the bottom of the ladder resting in ַבע ר ׁשָּ  ,ְבאֵּ
with its top directly above ־ל ית אֵּ  and the middle rungs hovered over בֵּ
the [future] site of the ׁש ית ַהִמְקדָּ  wonders why the ladder ַמַהַר״ל The .בֵּ
stood at an angle. Wouldn’t the message of the angels ascending and 
descending have been equally effective if the ladder had stood 
straight? The ַמַהַר״ל makes a compelling observation which presents a 
profound lesson. 
 We   view   each   subsequent   rung   on   the   ladder   as 
representing a higher level in ה ַמִים learning and ּתֹורָּ  When the .ִיְרַאת ׁשָּ
rungs of the ladder are in a straight line, with each rung directly above 
its predecessor, it does reflect a higher level, but not a distinct one. 
Since all the rungs are in the same line of sight, they are not distinct – 
only higher, loftier. 
 When a ladder is on a slant, each rung is in its own plane, 
distinct from its predecessor, not only in height, but also in position. 
Each rung has its own unique position and character. Likewise, one 
who grows in ה  becomes a totally new individual, who רּוְחִניּות and ּתֹורָּ
cannot be compared to those who are not on his level of ה  and ּתֹורָּ
 .ִמְצֹות

 tell us that if the previous generation can be likened to ֲחַז״ל 
angels, we are like humans. If we view them as humans, we are no 
more than donkeys. As one grows in ִניּות  one becomes a new ,רּוחָּ
being, totally distinct from one's previous self. Bearing this in mind, R’ 
Elyakim Schlesinger, ״א  explains that one who is not yet ,ַׁשִליטָּ
privileged to be a ה ן ּתֹורָּ  cannot fathom the qualities that distinguish a בֶּ
ה  scholar from everybody else. He may think it’s simply a matter of ּתֹורָּ
quantity − a ם כָּ  just happens to have a greater, more profound ַּתְלִמיד חָּ
knowledge of ה  tell us that it is much more. The scholar is ֲחַז״ל But .ּתֹורָּ
on a totally different plane than his counterpart, a position common 
people do not understand. 
 Furthermore, when a ladder stands upright, each rung 
“sees” the rung above it. Therefore, it perceives a distinction between 
the two rungs – one rung is on a higher level than the other. When a 
ladder  is  on  a  slant,  however,  the  lower  rung  may  look  up,  but  
it cannot see anything above it. Similarly, the common Jew who has 
not yet had the opportunity to study and appreciate the beauty and 
profundity of ה  does not ascribe any distinction to those who have ,ּתֹורָּ
mastered and excelled in ה  .ּתֹורָּ
 As a yid ascends the ladder of ּתֹוָרה and ִמְצֹות, he undergoes a 
transformation with each step. 

Adapted from: Peninim on the Torah (with kind permission from Rabbi A.L. Scheinbaum) 
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 לע״נ ר׳ ישראל בן אברהם ז"ל 
לע״נ הב׳ ישעיהו דוב ע״ה בן יבלחט״א יצחק צבי נ״י

This week's Pirchei Weekly is dedicated

ַזְלַמן ֶמְלֶצר ַזַצ״ל ר׳ ִאיֶסר  was born in Mir, Poland, to  רּוְך ר׳ בָּ
יֹום טֹוב ׳ר At the age of 10, he learned with .ֶפֶרץ  Lipman, ב  רָּ
of Mir. From the age of 13, he learned in ְיִשיַבת ֺװלֹוִזין for 7 

years and was a ק ַחִיים ׳ר and ְנִצי״ב of the ַתְלִמיד ֻמְבהָּ . In 1891, he married 
א א ִהיְנדָּ ילָּ ַזְלַמן ר׳ ִאיֶסר ,In 1894 .ר׳ שרַאגָא פַײבל פַרנק daughter of ,בֵּ  became a 
ה in the Slabodka ַמִגיד ִשעּור ה He served as .ְיִשיבָּ  in Slutsk in 1897 רֺאש ְיִשיבָּ
and, in 1903, became the Slutsker ב ה In 1922, he fled with his .רָּ  to ְיִשיבָּ
Kletsk. In 1924, he immigrated to  ֶלֶר א אֵּ ץ ִיְשרָּ  and served as ה  of רֺאש ְיִשיבָּ
ץ ַחִיים ַלִים in ְיִשיַבת עֵּ ה in ְגאֹונּות Besides his .ְירּושָּ ה ַוֲעבֹודָּ  he was known as תֹורָּ
a א ב  and was the ַבַעל ֶחֶסד ִנְפלָּ רֺאשיֹושֵּ  of the ה י ַהתֹורָּ  He authored .מֹוֶעֶצת ְגדֹולֵּ
ַרְמַב״ם ֶאֶזל ַעל הָּ  .ֶאֶבן הָּ

 י' כסלו
5630 – 5714 
1869 – 1953 

R' Isser Zalman Meltzer ַזַצ״ל would personally 
perform the entire ִמְצָוה of welcoming 
guests, rather than have someone do it 
for him. Late on one freezing winter 
night, when he was ill and confined to 
bed, there was a knock at the door. The 
 who was attending R' Isser Zalman ַתְלִמיד
went to the door and asked, “Who is 
there?” R' Isser Zalman called out from his 
bed with great annoyance, “On a freezing cold 
night you do not ask who it is. You open the door and 
let him in!” 
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פרשה: ויצא    הפטרה: ויברח יעקב...  )הושע יב:יג-יד:י(

דף יומי: נדה מ״ה     משיב הרוח ומוריד הגשם,     ברכי נפשי )שבת מנחה(

In honor of the attendees of Agudath Israel of America’s 97th Annual Convention



The Strength of SilenceLiving   Torahwith 
the

*Since we only discuss a few ֲהָלכֹות, it is important to consider these ֲהָלכֹות in the context of the bigger picture. Use them as a starting point for further in-depth study.

לע״נ ר׳ משה צבי בן הר׳ טוביה  הלוי זצ״ל

אִשית כט:כה(.  ָאה )ְברֵּ  ַוְיִהי ַבבֶֹּקר ְוִהנֵּה ִהיא לֵּ
 And it was, in the morning, that behold it was ָאה  .לֵּ
 The ִמְדָרש relates that the souls of ַאְבָרָהם and ִיְצָחק and 
ל to beg for mercy on behalf of ד׳ came before ַיֲעקֹּב  at the ְכַלל ִיְשָראֵּ
time of destruction of the first ית ַהִמְקָדש  but they were ,בֵּ
unsuccessful in their efforts. Then ל  :and pleaded ד׳ came before ָרחֵּ
 “It is known before You that Your servant ַיֲעקֹּב wanted to 
marry me and worked for seven hard years for that purpose, but my 
father ָלָבן decided to deceive ַיֲעקֹּב and give my older sister ָאה  to לֵּ
him instead. My heart ached and I could have revealed the truth to 
 לֵָּאה before it was too late, but I did not want to see my sister ַיֲעקֹּב
humiliated. I suppressed all my feelings and emotions and revealed to 
ָאה  and I had made up between ourselves ַיֲעקֹּב the secret signs that לֵּ
as guarantees against my father’s trickery. 
 “Dear G-d, please see how I acted, though I was a mere 
mortal of flesh and blood! I overcame my natural feelings and gave to 
my  sister  what  was  rightfully  mine!  In  that  merit,  please  do  not 
forsake my children.” 
ל replied to ד׳  יַנִיְך ִמִדְמָעה ִכי יֵּש ָשָכר “ :ָרחֵּ ְך ִמֶבִכי ְועֵּ ִמְנִעי קֹולֵּ

ְך  ֶאֶרץ אֹויֵּב… ִלְפֻעָלתֵּ ְוָשבּו מֵּ  — Hold back your voice from crying, and 
your eyes from weeping, for your efforts will bear fruit … and your 
descendants will return from the land of their enemy (ִיְרְמָיהּו לא:טו).” 
 A well known rule of Heavenly judgment is ִמָדה ְכֶנֶגד ִמָדה 
(measure for measure). This applies in the negative and the positive. 
The more forgiving Jews are toward each other, the more forgiving is 
 .of their misdeeds and the more love He showers upon them ד׳
ל   s silence was an incredible display of self-sacrifice. She’ָרחֵּ
knew full well that by giving up the opportunity to marry ַיֲעקֹּב she 
was losing the chance to be the mother of the nation that would 
receive the ּתֹוָרה and carry out ד׳’s will on earth. Yet, the shame ָאה  לֵּ
would feel if ָלָבן’s trickery would be revealed as she stood under the 
ל was ,ֻחָפה  promised ד׳ s decisive factor. It was in this merit that’ָרחֵּ
that ל  .would be redeemed from exile ְכַלל ִיְשָראֵּ

∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ 

 On the first day of the 1967 War, ְירּוָשַלִים was coming 
under shelling from the area of the Old City, which was still under 
Jordanian control. The basement dining room of the Mirrer Yeshivah, 
which was not far from the pre-War border, was now a very crowded 
bomb shelter.  Men, women, and children filled the large room, 
frightened  by  the  warning  sirens  and  the  occasional  sounds  of 
explosions. The ַּתְלִמיִדים and their ִיים  were joined by the others in ֶרבֵּ
reciting chapter upon chapter of ְּתִהִלים. The mood was grim. 
 Shells began whistling overhead, striking dangerously close 
to the ְיִשיָבה. Then, it happened. A direct hit! The entire building 
shook from the force of the blast. People thought that this was the 
end and shouted ל  .ְשַמע ִיְשָראֵּ
 Among the assembled was a woman whose husband, a 
scoundrel, has deserted her some 20 years earlier without giving her 
a ֶגט, a Jewish bill of divorce, so that she would be free to marry 
another man. Since the day of her husband’s desertion, the woman 
had supported herself and her children by washing other people’s 
clothing. Her life was one of sheer misery. 
 As the people cried out what they thought might be their 
final words, the voice of this woman was the loudest of all. She was 
shouting something else. 
 my husband abandoned me twenty years ,ִרבֹונֹו ֶשל עֹוָלם“ 
ago. I have suffered so much — but I have forgiven him! Just as I have 
forgiven him, please forgive the Jewish people for all we have done 
wrong.” 
 Soon after, the shelling stopped. Not much time passed 
before the Israeli army broke through the Jordanian border defense 
and captured the Old City. 
 Among those present during the shelling was R' Chaim 
Shmuelevitz ַזַצ״ל, the Mirrer Yeshivah’s legendary ֹּאש ְיִשיָבה  In his .ר
talks in the years that followed, R' Chaim would shed tears when 
describing this woman’s plight. He was convinced, he would say, that 
it had been her sincere words of forgiveness which had saved them 
all. 

Adapted from: Shabbos Stories (with kind permission from ArtScroll) 

ָמא: ִעְנָיֵני ְדיוֹו
 ְוֵתן ַטל וּוָמָטר ִלְבָרָכה

Halacha 
Corner

Call into the Pirchei hotline! Lot's of Divrei Torah and Stories! - 718-663-0212

R' Shlomo Lorincz ַז״ל once came to pick up R' Isser Zalman 
Meltzer ַזַצ״ל for a דֹוֵלי ַהּתֹוָרה  meeting. The Rebbetzin מֹוֶעֶצת גְּ
protested vehemently, “Under no circumstances can the ָרב 
leave the house; he has a cold and fever and it is my duty to take 
care of him.” R' Isser Zalman grinned and gently asked his wife, 
כּות הַאלט ִמיר לֶעּבֶעִדיק?“  How are — ִװיַאזֹוי זֶענט ִאיר ִזיכֶער ווֶעִליכֶע זְּ
you sure what merit keeps me alive?” The Rebbetzin knowingly 
smiled and went to the closet to fetch his winter coat. 

Story adapted from במחיצתם (R' Shlomo Lorincz) 
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Sage Sayings

FocusonMiddos
Dear Talmid, 
 R' Isser Zalman Meltzer 
יָבה was the great ַזַצ״ל  of רֺאׁש ְיׁשִׁ
ים ם in ֵעץ ַחיִׁ  Besides being .ְירּוָׁשַליִׁ
known as a tremendous ָגאֹון in 
 learning, he also was ּתֹוָרה
incredible in his ֶחֶסד, kindness, 
caring and sensitivity to others. 
 During one of R' Isser 
Zalman’s ים עּורִׁ ים in ׁשִׁ  a ,ֵעץ ַחיִׁ
יד  who rarely spoke up during ַּתְלמִׁ
the ֵׁשעּור asked a question. The 
 'pointed out that what R ָבחּור
Isser Zalman had just said 
seemed to contradict what the 
 .wrote ְשַפת ֱאֶמת
 R' Isser Zalman replied, 
“Hmm… if the ְשַפת ֱאֶמת really 
explains the ְגָמָרא as you say, I 
ought to stop the ֵׁשעּור at this 
point, but since I toiled long and 
hard   to   prepare   it,   I   will 
continue.” This was not R' Isser 
Zalman’s typical response. He 
would usually answer a ָבחּור, 
“Nu! he explains it in one way 
and I explain it in my way.”  
 Immediately after the 
ים one of the top ,ֵׁשעּור ידִׁ  ַּתְלמִׁ
showed R' Isser Zalman what was 
written in the ְשַפת ֱאֶמת and that it 
actually fit in with what R’ Isser 

Zalman was saying and was in no 
way   contradictory.   R’   Isser 
Zalman told him, “I knew what 
the ְשַפת ֱאֶמת said, but I answered 
that way because I noticed one of 
the  city’s  business  men  was 
present at the ֵׁשעּור. I was 
wondering why he came and 
judged that he was likely viewing 
one of the ים  for a proposed ָבחּורִׁ
match. When that ָבחּור, who 
doesn’t usually speak up during 
the ֵׁשעּור, suddenly asked a 
question, I understood that he 
was the ָבחּור involved and I 
wanted to raise his esteem in the 
businessman’s eyes.” A few 
weeks later, that ָבחּור was 
engaged to the businessman’s 
daughter.        
 My יד  ֲחַז״ל our ,ַּתְלמִׁ
teach us that ֶחֶסד is from the 
עּור ים ֶׁשֵאין ָלֶהם ׁשִׁ  obligations ,ְדָברִׁ
that do not have any limit. There 
is no time or place that one is 
limited in performing an act of  
 R' Isser Zalman found an .ֶחֶסד
opportunity for a ֶחֶסד even in the 
middle of saying his ֵׁשעּור! 

ְכרֹו ָברּוְך! י זִׁ  ְיהִׁ
ידּות י Your  ,ְבְידִׁ  ֶרבִׁ

A letter from a Rebbi — based on interviews 

4 More Weeks Until The Siyum Hashas 13TH CYCLE

What is the Dor L’Dor program? 

 
 

Send a blank email to: 

Dorldor@masmideihasiyum.org 

Or fax your full name, address, phone 

number, and the Masmid’s name and 

PIN to 877-826-8645 

Note: The masmid must update 

their account separately. 
 

This Week’s Dor L’Dor Winners: 
 

Grade 1 — Avraham Adlerstein, Dovid 
Schon;  Oak  Park,  MI;  Rami  Newson; 
Southfield, MI. 
Grade 3 — Dovy Chesny; Oak Park, MI. 
Grade 5 — Menachem Pisem; Chicago, IL; 
Shaul Safdieh; Long Branch, NJ. 
Grade 6 — Yaakov Muehlgay; Passaic, NJ; 
Shimon Grossberg, Pittsburgh PA. 
Grade 7 — Chaim Bernstein, Shua Lang, 
Brooklyn, NY. 

 Correction: Last week, we stated that in חּוץ ָלָאֶרץ, we begin 
saying ְוֵתן ַטל ּוָמָטר in ַמֲעִריב of December 4th. This would be 
the case in most years.  However, when the following 

February will have 29 days (as it will in 2020 which will be 
a civil leap year), we start saying ְוֵתן ַטל ּוָמָטר in ַמֲעִריב of 
December 5th. 

February will have 29 days (as it will in 2020 which will be 
a civil leap year), we start saying ְוֵתן ַטל ּוָמָטר in ַמֲעִריב of 
December 5th. 

February will have 29 days (as it will in 2020 which will be 
a civil leap year), we start saying ְוֵתן ַטל ּוָמָטר in ַמֲעִריב of 
December 5th. 



The Strength of SilenceLiving   Torahwith 
the

*Since we only discuss a few ֲהָלכֹות, it is important to consider these ֲהָלכֹות in the context of the bigger picture. Use them as a starting point for further in-depth study.

לע״נ ר׳ משה צבי בן הר׳ טוביה  הלוי זצ״ל

אִשית כט:כה(.  ָאה )ְברֵּ  ַוְיִהי ַבבֶֹּקר ְוִהנֵּה ִהיא לֵּ
 And it was, in the morning, that behold it was ָאה  .לֵּ
 The ִמְדָרש relates that the souls of ַאְבָרָהם and ִיְצָחק and 
ל to beg for mercy on behalf of ד׳ came before ַיֲעקֹּב  at the ְכַלל ִיְשָראֵּ
time of destruction of the first ית ַהִמְקָדש  but they were ,בֵּ
unsuccessful in their efforts. Then ל  :and pleaded ד׳ came before ָרחֵּ
 “It is known before You that Your servant ַיֲעקֹּב wanted to 
marry me and worked for seven hard years for that purpose, but my 
father ָלָבן decided to deceive ַיֲעקֹּב and give my older sister ָאה  to לֵּ
him instead. My heart ached and I could have revealed the truth to 
 לֵָּאה before it was too late, but I did not want to see my sister ַיֲעקֹּב
humiliated. I suppressed all my feelings and emotions and revealed to 
ָאה  and I had made up between ourselves ַיֲעקֹּב the secret signs that לֵּ
as guarantees against my father’s trickery. 
 “Dear G-d, please see how I acted, though I was a mere 
mortal of flesh and blood! I overcame my natural feelings and gave to 
my  sister  what  was  rightfully  mine!  In  that  merit,  please  do  not 
forsake my children.” 
ל replied to ד׳  יַנִיְך ִמִדְמָעה ִכי יֵּש ָשָכר “ :ָרחֵּ ְך ִמֶבִכי ְועֵּ ִמְנִעי קֹולֵּ

ְך  ֶאֶרץ אֹויֵּב… ִלְפֻעָלתֵּ ְוָשבּו מֵּ  — Hold back your voice from crying, and 
your eyes from weeping, for your efforts will bear fruit … and your 
descendants will return from the land of their enemy (ִיְרְמָיהּו לא:טו).” 
 A well known rule of Heavenly judgment is ִמָדה ְכֶנֶגד ִמָדה 
(measure for measure). This applies in the negative and the positive. 
The more forgiving Jews are toward each other, the more forgiving is 
 .of their misdeeds and the more love He showers upon them ד׳
ל   s silence was an incredible display of self-sacrifice. She’ָרחֵּ
knew full well that by giving up the opportunity to marry ַיֲעקֹּב she 
was losing the chance to be the mother of the nation that would 
receive the ּתֹוָרה and carry out ד׳’s will on earth. Yet, the shame ָאה  לֵּ
would feel if ָלָבן’s trickery would be revealed as she stood under the 
ל was ,ֻחָפה  promised ד׳ s decisive factor. It was in this merit that’ָרחֵּ
that ל  .would be redeemed from exile ְכַלל ִיְשָראֵּ

∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ 

 On the first day of the 1967 War, ְירּוָשַלִים was coming 
under shelling from the area of the Old City, which was still under 
Jordanian control. The basement dining room of the Mirrer Yeshivah, 
which was not far from the pre-War border, was now a very crowded 
bomb shelter.  Men, women, and children filled the large room, 
frightened  by  the  warning  sirens  and  the  occasional  sounds  of 
explosions. The ַּתְלִמיִדים and their ִיים  were joined by the others in ֶרבֵּ
reciting chapter upon chapter of ְּתִהִלים. The mood was grim. 
 Shells began whistling overhead, striking dangerously close 
to the ְיִשיָבה. Then, it happened. A direct hit! The entire building 
shook from the force of the blast. People thought that this was the 
end and shouted ל  .ְשַמע ִיְשָראֵּ
 Among the assembled was a woman whose husband, a 
scoundrel, has deserted her some 20 years earlier without giving her 
a ֶגט, a Jewish bill of divorce, so that she would be free to marry 
another man. Since the day of her husband’s desertion, the woman 
had supported herself and her children by washing other people’s 
clothing. Her life was one of sheer misery. 
 As the people cried out what they thought might be their 
final words, the voice of this woman was the loudest of all. She was 
shouting something else. 
 my husband abandoned me twenty years ,ִרבֹונֹו ֶשל עֹוָלם“ 
ago. I have suffered so much — but I have forgiven him! Just as I have 
forgiven him, please forgive the Jewish people for all we have done 
wrong.” 
 Soon after, the shelling stopped. Not much time passed 
before the Israeli army broke through the Jordanian border defense 
and captured the Old City. 
 Among those present during the shelling was R' Chaim 
Shmuelevitz ַזַצ״ל, the Mirrer Yeshivah’s legendary ֹּאש ְיִשיָבה  In his .ר
talks in the years that followed, R' Chaim would shed tears when 
describing this woman’s plight. He was convinced, he would say, that 
it had been her sincere words of forgiveness which had saved them 
all. 

Adapted from: Shabbos Stories (with kind permission from ArtScroll) 

ָמא: ִעְנָיֵני ְדיוֹו
 ְוֵתן ַטל וּוָמָטר ִלְבָרָכה

Halacha 
Corner

Call into the Pirchei hotline! Lot's of Divrei Torah and Stories! - 718-663-0212

R' Shlomo Lorincz ַז״ל once came to pick up R' Isser Zalman 
Meltzer ַזַצ״ל for a דֹוֵלי ַהּתֹוָרה  meeting. The Rebbetzin מֹוֶעֶצת גְּ
protested vehemently, “Under no circumstances can the ָרב 
leave the house; he has a cold and fever and it is my duty to take 
care of him.” R' Isser Zalman grinned and gently asked his wife, 
כּות הַאלט ִמיר לֶעּבֶעִדיק?“  How are — ִװיַאזֹוי זֶענט ִאיר ִזיכֶער ווֶעִליכֶע זְּ
you sure what merit keeps me alive?” The Rebbetzin knowingly 
smiled and went to the closet to fetch his winter coat. 

Story adapted from במחיצתם (R' Shlomo Lorincz) 

This week’s winners: 
Grade 1 — Shlomo Yitzchak Bacharach, 
Talmudical Academy; Baltimore, MD; Chaim 
Lazer Schon, Yeshiva Ohr Yehuda; Lakewood, 

NJ.  
Grade 2 — Mordechai Shalom Spitzer, Yermiah 
Feldman, Yeshiva Karlin Stolin; Brooklyn, NY; 
Ahron Tzvi Schechter, Yeshiva Darchei Torah; 
Far Rockaway, NY; Asher Mandel, Yeshiva Eitz 
Chaim; Monsey, NY; Raphael Feivel Kosowsky, 
Yeshiva Degel Hatorah Maamar Mordechai; 

Spring Valley, NY.  
Grade 3 — Yosef Missry, Yeshivat Mekor 
Chaim; Brooklyn, NY; Shmuel Mayerfeld, 
Yeshiva Of Spring Valley; Suffern, NY; Yisroel 
Meir Burak, Bais Aharon; Pinsk, Russia; Yosef 

Heller, Belz Primary; London, UK.  
Grade 4 — Yehuda Leib Kitevits, Yeshiva Even 
Yisroel; Shlomo Pinter, Yeshiva Toras Aron; 
Lakewood, NJ; Dovid Eliyahu Pomerantz, 
Yeshiva Torah Vodaath; Yosef Dovid Glick, 
Yeshivas Mivakshei Hashem; Nachman 
Friedman, Skver; Brooklyn, NY; Yitzy Fisher, 
Yeshiva Ketana of Queens; Fresh Meadows, 
NY; Jacob Tobias, Eitz Chaim Schools; Toronto, 
ON; Sholom Kahn, Talmud Torah Chaim 

Meirim Wishnitz; London, UK.  
Grade 5 — Meir Gidanian, Tashbar Sephardic 
Yeshiva Ktana;  Daniel Russak, Yeshiva Aaron 
Yaakov Ohr Eliyahu; Los Angeles, CA; Shmuel 
Kasten, Cheder Toras Zev; Avrohom Meir 
Herskowitz, The Lakewood Cheder; Yitzchok 
Zev Weiss, Yeshiva Tashbar; Lakewood, NJ; 
Yaakov Wallach, Yeshiva Ktana; Passaic, NJ; 
Aharon Vider, Kloizenberg Talmud Torah; 
Yisroel Mordechai Yallas, Talmud Torah Imrei 
Emes (Gur); Yitzchok Deutsch, Talmud Torah 
Vien; Yehoshua Alexan Schmalz, Yeshiva Ohr 
Shrage Veretzky; Michael Safdeye, Yeshivat 
Ateret Torah; Brooklyn, NY; Yehuda Baruch 
Kaplan, Yeshiva Of Spring Valley; Suffern, NY; 
Eli Sprung, Toras Emmes; Manchester, UK; 
Avrohom Danziger, Yeshiva Toras Chaim 

Norfolk; Portsmouth, VA.  
Grade 6 — Boruch Aryeh Leib Barth, Yeshiva 
Ktana; Waterbury, CT; Eliyahu Kinzbrunner, 
Torah School of Greater Washington; Silver 
Spring, MD; Ahron Roberg, Yeshiva Beth 
Yehudah; Southfield, MI; Yona Knopf, The 
Lakewood Cheder; Lakewood, NJ; Moshe 
Ephraim Graff, Yeshiva Ktana; Passaic, NJ; Meir 
Kupferstein, Yeshivas Belz; Brooklyn, NY; 
Avraham Fulda, Talmud Torah Siach Yitzchok; 
Far Rockaway, NY; Yitzi Lowinger, Yeshiva Bais 
Mikroh; Monsey, NY; Dov Klein, Pardes House 
Primary; London, UK; Elimelech Luftig, Chinuch 

Neorim; Manchester, UK.  
Grade 7 — Eliyahu Safdeye, Yeshivat Ateret 
Torah; Yisroel Mordechai Abowitz, Yeshiva 
Yagdil Torah (Gur); Brooklyn, NY; Yisroel Ross, 
Yeshiva Darchei Torah; Far Rockaway, NY; 
Nosson Zoimen, Hebrew Day School; Cincinatti, 
OH; Shua Feigenbaum, Yeshiva Yesodei 

Hatorah; Toronto, ON.  
Grade 8 — Aharon Moddel, Cheder Toras Zev; 
Lakewood, NJ; Shlomo Meir Itzkowitz, Tiferes 
Yisroel Viznitz; Brooklyn, NY; Mayer Robbins, 
Yeshiva Derech Hatorah; Cleveland Heights, 

OH. 

Sage Sayings

FocusonMiddos
Dear Talmid, 
 R' Isser Zalman Meltzer 
יָבה was the great ַזַצ״ל  of רֺאׁש ְיׁשִׁ
ים ם in ֵעץ ַחיִׁ  Besides being .ְירּוָׁשַליִׁ
known as a tremendous ָגאֹון in 
 learning, he also was ּתֹוָרה
incredible in his ֶחֶסד, kindness, 
caring and sensitivity to others. 
 During one of R' Isser 
Zalman’s ים עּורִׁ ים in ׁשִׁ  a ,ֵעץ ַחיִׁ
יד  who rarely spoke up during ַּתְלמִׁ
the ֵׁשעּור asked a question. The 
 'pointed out that what R ָבחּור
Isser Zalman had just said 
seemed to contradict what the 
 .wrote ְשַפת ֱאֶמת
 R' Isser Zalman replied, 
“Hmm… if the ְשַפת ֱאֶמת really 
explains the ְגָמָרא as you say, I 
ought to stop the ֵׁשעּור at this 
point, but since I toiled long and 
hard   to   prepare   it,   I   will 
continue.” This was not R' Isser 
Zalman’s typical response. He 
would usually answer a ָבחּור, 
“Nu! he explains it in one way 
and I explain it in my way.”  
 Immediately after the 
ים one of the top ,ֵׁשעּור ידִׁ  ַּתְלמִׁ
showed R' Isser Zalman what was 
written in the ְשַפת ֱאֶמת and that it 
actually fit in with what R’ Isser 

Zalman was saying and was in no 
way   contradictory.   R’   Isser 
Zalman told him, “I knew what 
the ְשַפת ֱאֶמת said, but I answered 
that way because I noticed one of 
the  city’s  business  men  was 
present at the ֵׁשעּור. I was 
wondering why he came and 
judged that he was likely viewing 
one of the ים  for a proposed ָבחּורִׁ
match. When that ָבחּור, who 
doesn’t usually speak up during 
the ֵׁשעּור, suddenly asked a 
question, I understood that he 
was the ָבחּור involved and I 
wanted to raise his esteem in the 
businessman’s eyes.” A few 
weeks later, that ָבחּור was 
engaged to the businessman’s 
daughter.        
 My יד  ֲחַז״ל our ,ַּתְלמִׁ
teach us that ֶחֶסד is from the 
עּור ים ֶׁשֵאין ָלֶהם ׁשִׁ  obligations ,ְדָברִׁ
that do not have any limit. There 
is no time or place that one is 
limited in performing an act of  
 R' Isser Zalman found an .ֶחֶסד
opportunity for a ֶחֶסד even in the 
middle of saying his ֵׁשעּור! 

ְכרֹו ָברּוְך! י זִׁ  ְיהִׁ
ידּות י Your  ,ְבְידִׁ  ֶרבִׁ

A letter from a Rebbi — based on interviews 

4 More Weeks Until The Siyum Hashas 13TH CYCLE

What is the Dor L’Dor program? 

 
 

Send a blank email to: 

Dorldor@masmideihasiyum.org 

Or fax your full name, address, phone 

number, and the Masmid’s name and 

PIN to 877-826-8645 

Note: The masmid must update 

their account separately. 
 

This Week’s Dor L’Dor Winners: 
 

Grade 1 — Avraham Adlerstein, Dovid 
Schon;  Oak  Park,  MI;  Rami  Newson; 
Southfield, MI. 
Grade 3 — Dovy Chesny; Oak Park, MI. 
Grade 5 — Menachem Pisem; Chicago, IL; 
Shaul Safdieh; Long Branch, NJ. 
Grade 6 — Yaakov Muehlgay; Passaic, NJ; 
Shimon Grossberg, Pittsburgh PA. 
Grade 7 — Chaim Bernstein, Shua Lang, 
Brooklyn, NY. 

 Correction: Last week, we stated that in חּוץ ָלָאֶרץ, we begin 
saying ְוֵתן ַטל ּוָמָטר in ַמֲעִריב of December 4th. This would be 
the case in most years.  However, when the following 

February will have 29 days (as it will in 2020 which will be 
a civil leap year), we start saying ְוֵתן ַטל ּוָמָטר in ַמֲעִריב of 
December 5th. 

February will have 29 days (as it will in 2020 which will be 
a civil leap year), we start saying ְוֵתן ַטל ּוָמָטר in ַמֲעִריב of 
December 5th. 

February will have 29 days (as it will in 2020 which will be 
a civil leap year), we start saying ְוֵתן ַטל ּוָמָטר in ַמֲעִריב of 
December 5th. 



In her later years, Rebitzen Matel ate in the 
home of her son, R’ Moshe Yehuda Schlesinger.

Rebitzen Matel knocked over the tea as 
she tried to pick up the glass and the hot 

tea pours right over the Rosh yeshiva.

R’ Schlesinger did not flinch.

Oy! vai!

Gutten 
Shabbos! Mein 
leiber Mama!

A Shabbos table is 
Gan Eden in this world! 
I see my wife and Mama 

are getting such pleasure 
listening to the bochurim 

talking in learning!

The droplets are still 
hot, and there is no 
need for kli sheini!

…Oh and you can 
use the hot water 
straight from the 

urn! …

Ouch! … I must not 
react… I must hold in 

the feeling!… Mama may 
chas v’shalom feel 

guilty…

ִליָט״א ה ְיהּוָדה שַׁ ל was born in Ponevezh, Lithuania, to ר׳ ֹמשֶׁ ִטל and ר׳ ְיִחיֵאל ִמיכֶׁ  Schlesinger. Because his מַׁ
father was a great ְתִמיד  and would only be home for short periods, his mother would take him for מַׁ
walks and sit next to the ְיִשיָבה window so that ה ְיהּוָדה  ּתֹוָרה would be accustomed to the voice of ֹמשֶׁ
from an early age. In 1938, after Kristallnacht, ל  was offered a prestigious position by ר׳ ְיִחיֵאל ִמיכֶׁ
ת עַׁ ץ ִיְשָרֵאל however, since ;ְיִשיָבה ּתֹוָרה ָודַׁ רֶׁ  had no compulsory laws to teach secular studies, he chose אֶׁ
to move there. By the time of ה ְיהּוָדה  s bar-mitzvah, his father was already in the hospital (with an’ֹמשֶׁ
illness from which he never recovered), so he asked his nephew to prepare ה ְיהּוָדה  s bar-mitzvah’ֹמשֶׁ
ּבֹוְדָקה He learned in .ְדָרָשה ת ְסלַׁ  In 1995, after .ְיִשיָבה קֹול ּתֹוָרה and then under his father’s tutelage in ְיִשיבַׁ
ן ְלמַׁ  serves as ר׳ ְשֹלֹמה Today, his son .קֹול ּתֹוָרה of רֹאש ְיִשיָבה he took over as ,ְפִטיָרה Auerbach’s ר׳ ְשֹלֹמה זַׁ
a רֹאש ְיִשיָבה alongside his father (since 2017). He currently also serves ל ִיְשָרֵאל  as a member of the ְכלַׁ

ּתֹוָרה ת ְגדֹוֵלי הַׁ צֶׁ ְבֵרי ְנִשיאּות and a member of the ,מֹועֶׁ ״ס of חֶׁ שַׁ ל הַׁ ְיִשיבֹות and ִמְפעַׁ ד הַׁ עַׁ  .וַׁ
B. 5692  1932

Yehoshua, Please pick 
up the empty glass and 

make another tea for der 
lieber Oma, the beloved 

grandmother!

בס״ד
Pirchei Agudas Yisroel of America

For any inquiries or comments please feel free to call 347-838-0869   •   Illustrated by: Yishaya Suval 718-395-9794

Learning from our Leaders

אִׁשית כח:יב(  ה )ְברֵּ ְימָּ מָּ ה ְורֹאׁשֹו ַמִגיַע ַהשָּ ב ַאְרצָּ ם ֻמצָּ ַוַיֲחֹלם ְוִהנֵּה ֻסלָּ  
 And he dreamt, and behold! A ladder was set earthward and 
its top reached heavenward 
 According to ֲחַז״ל, the ladder in ַיֲעֹקב ָאִבינּו’s dream was 
standing on a slant, with the bottom of the ladder resting in ַבע ר ׁשָּ  ,ְבאֵּ
with its top directly above ־ל ית אֵּ  and the middle rungs hovered over בֵּ
the [future] site of the ׁש ית ַהִמְקדָּ  wonders why the ladder ַמַהַר״ל The .בֵּ
stood at an angle. Wouldn’t the message of the angels ascending and 
descending have been equally effective if the ladder had stood 
straight? The ַמַהַר״ל makes a compelling observation which presents a 
profound lesson. 
 We   view   each   subsequent   rung   on   the   ladder   as 
representing a higher level in ה ַמִים learning and ּתֹורָּ  When the .ִיְרַאת ׁשָּ
rungs of the ladder are in a straight line, with each rung directly above 
its predecessor, it does reflect a higher level, but not a distinct one. 
Since all the rungs are in the same line of sight, they are not distinct – 
only higher, loftier. 
 When a ladder is on a slant, each rung is in its own plane, 
distinct from its predecessor, not only in height, but also in position. 
Each rung has its own unique position and character. Likewise, one 
who grows in ה  becomes a totally new individual, who רּוְחִניּות and ּתֹורָּ
cannot be compared to those who are not on his level of ה  and ּתֹורָּ
 .ִמְצֹות

 tell us that if the previous generation can be likened to ֲחַז״ל 
angels, we are like humans. If we view them as humans, we are no 
more than donkeys. As one grows in ִניּות  one becomes a new ,רּוחָּ
being, totally distinct from one's previous self. Bearing this in mind, R’ 
Elyakim Schlesinger, ״א  explains that one who is not yet ,ַׁשִליטָּ
privileged to be a ה ן ּתֹורָּ  cannot fathom the qualities that distinguish a בֶּ
ה  scholar from everybody else. He may think it’s simply a matter of ּתֹורָּ
quantity − a ם כָּ  just happens to have a greater, more profound ַּתְלִמיד חָּ
knowledge of ה  tell us that it is much more. The scholar is ֲחַז״ל But .ּתֹורָּ
on a totally different plane than his counterpart, a position common 
people do not understand. 
 Furthermore, when a ladder stands upright, each rung 
“sees” the rung above it. Therefore, it perceives a distinction between 
the two rungs – one rung is on a higher level than the other. When a 
ladder  is  on  a  slant,  however,  the  lower  rung  may  look  up,  but  
it cannot see anything above it. Similarly, the common Jew who has 
not yet had the opportunity to study and appreciate the beauty and 
profundity of ה  does not ascribe any distinction to those who have ,ּתֹורָּ
mastered and excelled in ה  .ּתֹורָּ
 As a yid ascends the ladder of ּתֹוָרה and ִמְצֹות, he undergoes a 
transformation with each step. 

Adapted from: Peninim on the Torah (with kind permission from Rabbi A.L. Scheinbaum) 
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 לע״נ ר׳ ישראל בן אברהם ז"ל 
לע״נ הב׳ ישעיהו דוב ע״ה בן יבלחט״א יצחק צבי נ״י

This week's Pirchei Weekly is dedicated

ַזְלַמן ֶמְלֶצר ַזַצ״ל ר׳ ִאיֶסר  was born in Mir, Poland, to  רּוְך ר׳ בָּ
יֹום טֹוב ׳ר At the age of 10, he learned with .ֶפֶרץ  Lipman, ב  רָּ
of Mir. From the age of 13, he learned in ְיִשיַבת ֺװלֹוִזין for 7 

years and was a ק ַחִיים ׳ר and ְנִצי״ב of the ַתְלִמיד ֻמְבהָּ . In 1891, he married 
א א ִהיְנדָּ ילָּ ַזְלַמן ר׳ ִאיֶסר ,In 1894 .ר׳ שרַאגָא פַײבל פַרנק daughter of ,בֵּ  became a 
ה in the Slabodka ַמִגיד ִשעּור ה He served as .ְיִשיבָּ  in Slutsk in 1897 רֺאש ְיִשיבָּ
and, in 1903, became the Slutsker ב ה In 1922, he fled with his .רָּ  to ְיִשיבָּ
Kletsk. In 1924, he immigrated to  ֶלֶר א אֵּ ץ ִיְשרָּ  and served as ה  of רֺאש ְיִשיבָּ
ץ ַחִיים ַלִים in ְיִשיַבת עֵּ ה in ְגאֹונּות Besides his .ְירּושָּ ה ַוֲעבֹודָּ  he was known as תֹורָּ
a א ב  and was the ַבַעל ֶחֶסד ִנְפלָּ רֺאשיֹושֵּ  of the ה י ַהתֹורָּ  He authored .מֹוֶעֶצת ְגדֹולֵּ
ַרְמַב״ם ֶאֶזל ַעל הָּ  .ֶאֶבן הָּ

 י' כסלו
5630 – 5714 
1869 – 1953 

R' Isser Zalman Meltzer ַזַצ״ל would personally 
perform the entire ִמְצָוה of welcoming 
guests, rather than have someone do it 
for him. Late on one freezing winter 
night, when he was ill and confined to 
bed, there was a knock at the door. The 
 who was attending R' Isser Zalman ַתְלִמיד
went to the door and asked, “Who is 
there?” R' Isser Zalman called out from his 
bed with great annoyance, “On a freezing cold 
night you do not ask who it is. You open the door and 
let him in!” 
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